Reversible gastroparesis: functional documentation of celiac axis compression syndrome and postoperative improvement.
Celiac axis compression syndrome has generated much controversy since its original description in 1963. The main symptoms are postprandial epigastric abdominal pain, regurgitation of undigested food, and weight loss, all of which are caused by gastric ischemia from impingement of the celiac axis by the median arcuate ligament of the diaphragm. These symptoms are seen in other common disorders such as chronic mesenteric ischemia and gastroparesis. This makes the diagnosis of celiac axis compression syndrome a true challenge for the clinician. We present data on three patients successfully treated. The pre- and postoperative studies clearly demonstrate a resolution of the condition. The duplex ultrasound images clearly show variable compression on the celiac axis. The angiogram presented shows a classic image of the disease. A review of the data has enabled us to develop an algorithm for the diagnosis of this disease.